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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Coffee Cup presents with neurological problems, including seizures, ataxia, and circling. A head CT is 
recommended to evaluate for possible intracranial pathology (stroke vs. intracranial lesion). 
 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        CBC --- WBC moderate increased (26.49), NEU mild to 
moderate increased (21.03), MONO moderate to severe increased (3.07), EOS moderate decreased 
(0.02) and PLT mild increased (491) CHEM --- CREA mild decreased (0.4), BUN mild increased (31), 
ALT mild increased (278), ALP mild increased (214), GGT mild increased (19) 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN and HEAD 
 
Plain and post contrast studies are available for review.  
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
HEAD 
 

An 18 by 12 by 12 mm sized extra axial intracranial mass associated with the left frontal lobe is 
arising from the cerebral falx. The mass presents a broad base along the falx with dural tails. 
Strong uniform contrast enhancement is noted within the mass. There is a significant effect 
onto the left rostral cerebral hemisphere. 
 
Thin and smoothly folded conchae and turbinates with even smooth mucosal lining. The 
osseous lining of the nasal cavities is intact. 
 
Both temporomandibular joints present congruent joint spaces with even subchondral bone 
surfaces and are considered within normal limits. 
 
Both tympanic bullae are aerated, the mucosal lining is not seen, the bony wall is smooth and 
thin. The external auditory meatuses present within normal limits. 
 
The submandibular and medial retropharyngeal lymph nodes are small and elongated with a 
normal short-to-long-axis-ratio is < 0.5, the attenuation and contrast enhancement pattern is 
uniform. 
 
The salivary glands present within normal limits.  
 

ABDOMEN 
 

A 12 mm sized expansile heterogeneously enhancing nodule is seen in the tail of the spleen.  

An asymmetric lumbosacral transitional vertebra is seen.  

The serosal fat presents normal attenuation behavior.  There is no evidence of peritoneal effusion 
or peritonitis. 

Both kidneys present within normal limits for size, shape and organ architecture.  After contrast 
administration, a bilaterally symmetric and uniform nephro- and pyelogram is noted.  
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The adrenal glands are within normal limits for size, shape and organ architecture. 
 
The liver presents with normal shape, even surface, uniformly attenuating parenchyma and 
homogeneous contrast enhancement, unremarkable. 
 
The pancreas is evenly contoured; the pancreatic parenchyma is homogeneous and presents 
uniform contrast enhancement. 
 
The position, delineation, wall and content of the gastrointestinal tract are considered within 
normal limits throughout. 
 
The surrounding soft tissue structures reveal no abnormalities. 

 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Left frontal extra axial contrast enhancing intracranial mass.  
• Heterogeneous expansile splenic nodule 

 
INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The intracranial mass is extra axial with broad falx attachment and dural tails which is typical for 
meningioma, a common primary brain tumor in all older small breed dogs. Clinical signs correlate 
with the location. Meningioma can be benign and atypical / with malignant features in dogs. Clinical 
signs typically correspond to the local mass effect. Depending on the position meningioma is 
resectable with curative outcome, however recurrence rates are higher in dogs when compared to 
cats.  
 
The heterogeneous splenic nodule may be neoplastic such as hemangiosarcoma or hematopoietic 
lesion, nodular lymphoid hyperplasia and extramedullary hematopoiesis as well as organizing 
hematoma are possible differential diagnoses. Ultrasound guided FNA or serial imaging can be 
considered to exclude neoplasia. 
 
Consultation with a specialized neurosurgeon can be considered. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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